
How to start 
 
The first thing to do when meeting a new student is to find out what they already know.  Ask them to write their name.  
This is the most important thing to know, one’s own name. If they can’t, check in their ID book how to spell their name, 

and write it neatly and clearly for them, using lower case and capitals, like this:  John Smith. 
 

If they can already write their name, write I am ………………………………… and then their name, in large clear 

script, and ask them to read what you have written.   If they hesitate, teach them what the words say, and then have 
them copy them a few times. 
 
 
Then begin with phonics.  The phonics charts I use are based on the principle “People love to learn, but do not love to 
be tested.”  I do use sounds on cards, but not for testing people, because I find that it makes them tense and sometimes 
sad!  They underperform when sad. So the early sound charts use the “quest” principle, rather than “test”.  Instead of 
presenting a sound, telling what it is, and then asking, “what is this?”, we use a chart with many copies of a given letter 
on it.  The student will be searching for the letter they are busy with from among several others.  This “quest” idea, 
people enjoy. 
 
Look at the first sound chart, on the next page. 

The person first identifies the pictures, and then the teacher teaches the first sound, saying a ..… apple,  a ….. 

apple,    a … apple,   each time finding the letter in a different place, saying its sound, and pointing back to 

the picture.   You then invite the student to do the same.  To him or her this feels like a quest, it is fun finding all the a’s 

on a page.    
 

You then, on a blank page, write a few a’s nice and big and clear, and invite the student to copy them, each time saying 

the sound as they write. 
 

Note that you never say the NAME of the sound, ay, but rather always the SOUND it makes, a as in apple. 

 

Once they can easily find all the a’s, proceed to the next sound.   People find these charts less intimidating than sounds 

on cards, because they feel they are searching for something, and not being tested.  However, I always make sounds on 
cards and use them later for word-building.  This is always most enjoyable.   I do not have word-building worksheets in 
English, but many many are available online elsewhere.   
 
Towards the end of the sound charts you will find some that require you to colour in some empty ovals, in order to 
provide the various colours required.  Actually, I find that all sound charts look better with colour, and I either get my 
pupils to colour each page as they receive it, or I colour them in myself.   
 

Try to make little stories of the charts, where you can.  For example, there is one with “monkey, tree, 

snake”. Much can be made of that, with the monkey getting a huge fright when it climbs the tree and sees the 

snake….   
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